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VOLUME  OF  4-H  CLUB  WORK  I9IA-I93I 


Nearly  4^00,000  boys  and  girls  have  been  members  of  I4.-H  clubs  since  the 
passage  of  the  Smith-Lever  Act  in  - 1 9 1 1;. .  (Eig.  1.)   The  enrollment  the  first 
year  including  any  renewals  from  the  previous  year  was  116,262.   The  slightly 
smaller  number  of  initial  enrollments  for  the  two  succeeding  years  was  follow- 
ed by  the  greatly  increased  enrollment  during  the  war  years.   Since  the  in- 
flation of  that  time  a  steady  growth  from  year  to  year  has  been  maintained. 
In  I93I  4£>9j708  club  members  were  enrolled  for  the  first  time.   The  total  num- 
ber of  boys  and  girls  enrolled  each  year,  including  renewals  from  previous 
years,  is  given  in  Figure  2.   The  stimulus  to  club  membership  during  the  years 
I9I7-I9I9  due  "to  the  war  production  program  is  even  more  clearly  reflected  in 
total  enrollment  than  in  initial  enrollment.   This  shows  an  increased  propor- 
tion of  renewals  in  membership  also  at  that  time.   The  total  number  of  boys 
and  girls  enrolled  in  I93I  (890,374)  was  nearly  eight  times  as  great  as  the 
number'  enrolled  in  19124. . 

DISTRIBUTION:   A  copy  of  this  circular  has  ~"oeen   sent  to  each  State  extension 
director,  agricultural-college  library,  and  experiment-station  library. 
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"FiCTre  1  -  Total  Number  of  Beys  and  Girls  Ever 
Enrolled  in  4-H  Club  Work  1914-1931 


Year 


Initial 
enroll- 
ments* 


# 


Number  cf  initial  enrollments  to  date 

1,000,000   2,000,000   3,000 , OC  0   4 , 000,000 


1914 

1915 

1916 
1917 
191s 

1919 
1920 

1921 
1922 
1923 

19  24 

1925 

1926 

1927 

1929 
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1931 


116262 
85207 
89492 

177.728. 

273347 
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269233' 
298084 

309221 

326923 
350255 

398871 
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:46970s 


116262 

.  .201469 

•290067 

.  .4. 68.6-95 
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•912617 

10'2'9803 
11  -741 45 
1335373 


1577553 
1846786 

2144870 

2454091 
2781014 
3131269 

35301U0 

3964155 

4433863 
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(Total  yearly  enrollment 
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Figure  2  -  Yearly.  Enrollment  of  Boys  and  Girls  in  4-H  Club  7ork  I914-I93I 

Inclu d ing  jgoth  Renew als  a n d  Initial  Enroll m e nts 


Year 


Number  of  boys  and  girls  enrolled* 


200,000 


400.000 


600,000 


800,000 


1914 

116262 

1915 

161518 

1916 

169652 

1917 

336900 

191s 

518154 

1919 

323340 

1920 

222137 

1921 

273614 

1922 

305622 

1923 

459074 

1924 

510355 

1925 

565046 

1926 

586156 

1927 

619712 

1923 

663940 

1929 

756096 

1930 

822714 

1931 . 

390374 
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'"Project  enrollment  only  was  reported  by  county  extension  agents  for  1914- 
1922.'  The  ratio  of  projects  started  to  number  of  boys  and  girls  enrolled 
19°3  -  I93I  is  I.9663439.   The  number  of  boys  and  girls  enrolled  I9I4  -  I922 
is  computed  on  basis  of:  (Project  enrollment  years  I914-I922) 


-( 


1.9:063439 


) 
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During  the  last  half  of  this  lC-year  period  of  extension  work  under  the 
Smith-Lever  Act,  field  studies  have  "been  made  to  determine  the  effectiveness  of 
the  extension  system.   In  this  connection  a  large  volume  of  data  pertaining  to 
4-H  club  work  has  "been  obtained.   Certain  of  these  data  which  concern  enroll- 
ment and  continuation  in  club  work  are  considered  in  this  circular.   Statistics 
from  the  annual  reports  of  county  extension  agents  are  also  incorporated. 

AGE  OF  4-H  CLUB  LiE.'BERS  -  PERCENTAGE  IN  THE  DIFFERENT  AGE  GROUPS 

Fifteen  per  cent  each  of  the  823  boys  and  354  girls  enrolled  in  l\.-"l   clubs 
in  the  areas  where  the  field  studies  were  made  were  12  years  of  age.   This  was 
the  highest  enrollment  at  any  age  for  both  boys  and  girls  although  the  propor- 
tion of  members  at  the  ages  of  13  and  14  was  nearly  as  high  in  both  cases  .'Fig  .3 . ) 
Forty-three  per  cent  of  all  boys  enrolled  and  44  per  cent  of  all  girls  enrolled 
were  from  12  to  14  years  of  age.   Nearly  one-fifth  of  the  boys  and  over  one- 
fifth  of  the  girls  were  less  than  12  years  old.   Over  one-fifth  each  of  the  boys 
and  girls  were  at  the  ages  of  15  and  16.   Seventeen  per  cent  of  the  hoys  and  13 
per  cent  of  the  girls  were  over  16  years  of  age.   The  number  of  boys  and  girls 
in  the  different  age  groups  was  practically  the  same  except  that  a  slightly  high- 
er percentage  of  girls  were  in  the  younger  age  groups  than  was  true  of  the  boys. 

In  I93O  the  county  extension  agents  were  asked  for  the  first  time  to  re- 
port the  age  of  the  club  members  enrolled  that  year.   This  information  was  re- 
ported again  in  1931*   A  comparison  of  the  figures  reported  for  these  two  years 
with  those  obtained  in  the  extension  studies  shows  practically  the  same  distri- 
bution in  the  various  age  groups.  (Table  1.)  However,  a  slightly  higher  propor- 
tion of  the  club  members  enrolled  in  I93O  and  I93I  were  in  the  lower  age  groups 
than  was  true  of  the  representative  groups  from  which  information  was  obtained 
in  the  field  studies  over  a  period  of  years  from  I923  to  I93I.   This  seems  to 
indicate  a  tendency  toward  club  members  of  a  younger  age  although  the  actual 
difference  in  average  age  for  the  groups  considered  is  not  great.  Both  sources 
of  information  show  the  average  age  of  both  boy  and  girl  club  members  to  be  be- 
tween 13  and  14  years.   The  close  comparison  of  these  data  from  the  two  sources 
seems  to  indicate  that  the  relatively  small  sample  of  information  considered  in 
the  field  studies  is  large  enough  to  present  the  situation  as  accurately  as  is 
the  vastly  greater  number  of  instances  recorded  by  the  county  extension  agents. 

PERCENTAGE  OF  BOYS  AND  GIRLS  IN  THE  VARIOUS  CLUB  AGE  GROUPS 
7710  HaVE  BEEN  ENROLLED  IN  4-H  CLUB  WORK 

Out  of  nearly  3,000  boys  and  girls  on  the  farms  visited  who  were  between 
the  ages  of  10  and  20  at  the  time  the  extension  field  studies  were  made,  one- 
fourth  either  were  enrolled  in  4-H  clubs  at  that  time  or  had  been  enrolled  at 
an  earlier  age.  (Fig.  40  Twelve  per  cent  were  club  members  at  the  time  of  in- 
terview.  A  higher  percentage  of  the  boys  and  girls -who  were  at  the  age  of  14 
had  been  reached  at  some  time  by  club  work  than  of  those  at  any  other  age.   The 
high  point  for  those  enrolled  at  the  time  of  the  interview  was  also  held  by 
those  at  the  age  of  14.   7/ith  the  exception  of  the  boys  and  girls  at  the  age  of 
10,  of  which  number  only  11  per  cent  had  been  enrolled  in  club  work,  not  less 
than  13  per  cent  in  any  age  group  had  been  in  club  work  at  some  time.   Six  out 
of  the  11  age  groups,  12  to  17  inclusive,  each  totaled  more  than  25  per  cent 
of  their  number  in  club  work. 


Note:   Throughout  this  report  the  age  at  the  last  birthday  was  used, 
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AGE  AT  WHICH  BOYS  AND  GIRLS  ENTEE  4~H  CLUE  V/ORK 

More  girls  entered  club  work  at  the  age  of  11  than  at  any  other  time. 
(Fig.  5  0   The  highest  enrollment  for  the  boys  occurred  at  the  ages  of  12,  13, 
and  14 ,  the  percentages  being  practically  the  same  for  each  of  the  three  years, 
Each  succeeding  year  after  11  shows  a  decline  "in  enrollment  of  girls  and  each 
succeeding  year  after  14  shows  a  corresponding  decline  in  enrollment  of  boys. 

'About  40  Ver   cent  each  of  the  1,715  boys  and  1,619  girls  considered  in  this 
group  entered'  club  work  during  the  3-year  period  from  12  to  14.  Thirty-seven 
per  cent  of  the  girls  and  32  per  cent  of  the  boys  entered  before  12  years  of 

.age  and  23  per  cent  of  the  girls  and  23  per  cent  of  the  boys  entered  after 
111  years  of  age.   The  average  entrance  age  was  12.7  for  "the  girls  and  I3.O 
for  the  boys.   The  number  of  the  boys  and  girls  who  were  in  club  work  at  the 
time  the  studies  were  made  was  about  equal  to  the  number  who  had  been  in  club 
work  previous  to  that  time. 

The  average  entrance  age  for  boys  and  girls  in  each  age  group  who  were 
in  club  work  when  the  studies  were  made  is  given  in  Table  2.   The  rise  in 
average  entrance  age  for  both  boys  and  girls  is  consistent  with  the  rise  in 
age.   The  irregularities  which  appear  at  the  ages  of  19 ,  20,  and  over  20,  are 
probably  due  to  the  relatively  small  number  of  members  considered  in  these 
groups.   Entrance  ages  of  members  under  10  years  of  age  ranged  from  5  t0  9 
for  the  boys  and  from  7  "to  9  for  the  girls.   The  average  was  8  in  both  cases. 
Entrance  ages  for  members'  over  20  ranged  from  13  to  26  for  the  boys,  and  from 
17  to  20  fur  tne  girls.   The  average  was  18  in  both  cases.   ror  the  total  boys 
enrolled  the  average  entrance  age  was  12.5  years,  and  for  the  girls  12. 4  years 
The  detailed  statement  of  the  distribution  of  entrance  ages  for  members  in 
each  age  group  shows  that  the  high  mark  of  entrance  follows  rather  closely  in 
each  case  the  age  of  the  members  considered.   Tractically  all  of  the  club  mem- 
bers in  the  older  age  groups  entered  at  an  older  age  and  did  not  continue  the 
membership  from  a  younger  age.  r he  percentage  of  boys  and  girls  in  this  group 
who  entered  club  v/crk  at  the  different  ages  is  given  by  areas  in  T^ble  3.  The 
average  entrance  ages  for  both  boys  and  girls  range  from  11  to  14  years  in 
the  various  areas  with  12.4  the  average  for  all  areas  for  both  boys  and  girls. 
The  average  entrance  age  of  boys  and  girls  was  the  lowest  in  the  eastern  sec- 
tion and  the. highest  in  the  southern  section  of  the  United  States,   the  aver- 
ages being  11. 5  and  I3./1  respectively.   The  average  entrance  age  for  the  west- 
ern section  was  11.3  years  and  for  the  central  section  12.7  years.   Only  one 
area  in  the  western  section  is  included  in  this  comparison,  however . 

A  comparison  of  the  average  entrance  age  of  boys  and  girls  who  were 
in  club  work  /lien  the  studies  were  made 'with  the  average  entrance  age  of  those 
whose  membership  had  been  discontinued  at  that  time  shows  that  the  boys  in 
the  former  member  group  were  .9  year  older  and  that  the  girls  were  .6  year 
older  on  the  average  when  they ■ entered  club  work  than  those  who  were  enrolled 
at  the  time  of  the  interview.   (Tables  2  and  4  0   This  may  be  further  indica- 
tion of  a  trend  toward  club  members  of  a  younger  age  suggested  in  Table  1. 
A  comparison  of  the  average  entrance  ages  of  club  members  in  the  two  groups 
by  individual  areas  and  by  sections  of  the  country  also  shows  this  trend  to 
be  true.   (Tables  3  and  5  0   The  average  entrance  ages  of  former  members  by 
sections  of  the  country  were:   East,  12.7;  West,  I3.O;  Central,  13 .5  ;  and 
South,  14.1.   Only  one  area  in  the  western  section  is  included  in  this  com- 
parison.  The  sections  hold  the  same  relative  position  as  to  entrance  age 
in  both  groups.  •  ■•-— 
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relationship  of  entrance  ^ce 
TO  YEaFS  of  fetserSiIif  in  4-h  club  work 

Former  l\.-K   club  members  who  were  enrolled  at  the  earlier  ages  remained 
in  the  work  longer  than  did  those  who  were  enrolled  at  the  later  ages.  'Table  40 
The  term  of  membership  for  the  boys  declined  steadily  as  the  age  of  entrance 
advanced.   The  same  general  trend  is  seen  for  the  girls  although  the  decline  is 
somewhat  irregular.   The  nine  boys  and  girls  who  were  enrolled  after  the  age  of 
20  were  exceptional  cases,  and  the  number  is  too  small  to  be  indicative.   The 
boys  who  entered  at  16  or  under  remained  for  an  average  of  1.9  years,  while 
those  who  entered  at  17  or  over  remained  for  1.5  years.   The  girls  who  entered 
at  16  or  under  remained  for  an  average  of  2.0  years,  while  those  who  entered 
at  17  or  over  remained  for  1.7  years.   The  average  length  of  membership  was 
1.9  years  for  both  the  boys  and  girls.   A  detailed  statement  of  the  percentage 
of  boys  and  girls  who  remained  in  the  work  for  the  various  year  periods  is 
given  by  entrance  ages  also  in  Table  4° 

Up  to  the  age  of  14  the  rate  of  enrollments  for  the  boys  exceeded  the 
rate  of  withdrawals.   After  that  age  the  reverse  was  true  in  about  the  same 
proportion.   The  high  point  of  withdrawals  occurred  at  the  ages  of  15  and  16, 
with  the  high  point  of  entrance  at  14.   For  the  girls  the- rate  of  enrollments 
exceeded  the  rate  of  withdrawals  up  to  the  age  of  13  .   This  turning  point  came 
about  a  year  earlier  for  the  girls  than  it  did  for  the  boys;  however,  the  rate 
of  decline  in  enrollments  for  the  3-year  period  following  the  peak  was  not  as 
great  as  was  true  for  the  boys. 

LENGTH  OF  4-H  CLUF  MEI.EERSHIFS 

Slightly  more  than  one-half  of  the  1,657  former  club  members  were  en- 
rolled for  one  year  only.  (Fig.  6.)  About  one-fourth  of  the  total  remained  for 
two  years.   The  percentages  are -slightly  higher  for  the  boys  than  for  the  girls 
in  the  one-year  and  two-year  groups.   Ten  per  cent  of  the  boys  and  15  Ver   cent 
of  the  girls  were  enrolled  for  three  years.   Less  than  10  per  cent  of  either 
the  boys  or  girls  remained  in  ciub  work  longer  than  three  years.   The  average 
length  of  memberships  in  the  four  sections  of  the  country  varied  from  1.4  years 
in  the  western  section  to  2.0  years  in  the  eastern  section.   The  average  years 
for  the  southern  and  central  sections  were  found  to  be  1.8  and  1 .9  respectively. 
Only  one  area  in  the  western  section  is  included  in  this  comparison,  however. 
(Table  5.) 

In  I93O  and  I93I  the  county  extension  agents  wore  asked  to  report  the 
length  to  date  of  memberships  of  boys  and  girls  then  enrolled  in  club  work.  The 
comparison  of  the  figures  reported  by  the  county  extension  agents  for  length  of 
memberships  which  had  not  yet  been  discontinued  with  those  obtained  in  the  exten- 
sion studies  for  memberships  which  had  been  discontinued  shows  very  little 
variation  in  trend  except  for  a  slightly  higher  proportion  of  boys  in  the  three, 
four,  and  five-year  groups  and  of  girls  in  the  four  and  five-year  groups  for 
the  I93O  and  I93I  periods.   This  is  largely  due  to  the  short  term  of  4-H  club 
memberships.  (Table  6.)   This  may  be  an  indication  that  club  members  are  now 
remaining  in  the  work  for  a  longer  period  on  the  average  than  was  true  at  the 
earlier  time.   This  trend  would  be  even  more  clearly  emphasized  if  data  on  this 
point  were  obtained  after  the  entire  group  had  passed  into  the  former  member 
class . 
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Table  6  -  Duration  of  Membership  of  Former  4"H  Club  Members  From  'ilfhom 
I  nf  o  r  ma  tip  n  .was :  Obtained  in  Field  Stud.ies  'Compared  with 
That  of  Members  Enrolled  in  I93O  and  I93I 


Years  of  membership  and  percentage 

of  boys  and  gir 

Is  in  each  group 

Number  of  boys  and  girls 

1 

2   j    3 
1.  _.  

4' 

5 

6  and 
over 

Former  h<.-E   club  mem-   )  Boys   -   892.. 

52.8 

.....  1 
27.4 

10.3 

4.9 

2.4 

2.2 

bers  (Field  Studies)  )  Girls  -   765., 

51.5 

23.7 

15.4 

5.6 

1.7 

2.1  . 

4-H  club  members)     Hoys        -   295639.. 

47-0 

25-9 

14.2 

7.5 

3-3 

2.1 

in  I930  *      )    Girls   -  /4.39215.. 

49-8 

25.O 

13.1 

7.2 

3.1 

1.8 

4-H  club  members)    E  oys    -  32937I .  . 

-'ill-. 7 

26.3 

14.9 

7-7 

3-7 

2.7 

in  I93I  *      )     Girls   -  497647.. 

■47-4 

25.8 

14.0 

7.3 

3-3 

2.2 

Only  those  for  whom  length  of  membership  was  reported  are  included, 


RELATIONSHIP  OF  OTHER  FACTORS  TO  ENROLLMENT  IN  4-H  CLUBS 

In  connection  with  the  general  field  studies  of  extension  work  in  agri- 
culture and  home  economics  certain  information  of  an  economic  and  sociologic 
nature  pertaining  to  the  farm  and  home  was  obtained.   An  .effort  is  made  here 
to  show  what  relationship  such  factors  in  the  background  of  the  boys  and  girls 
have  to  4-H  club  enrollment. 

Relationship  of  Land  Tenure  to  Zj.-H  Club  _M ember shi_p_ 

Very  nearly  as  many  boys  and  girls  of  tenant  farmers  seemingly.  w'eVe 
reached  by  club  work  as  those  of  owner-operators.   The  percentage  of  boys  and 
girls  10  to  20  in  the  owner-operator  group  who  were  ever  in  club  work  was  26.4 
and  of  those  in  the  tenant  group  21.6.  (Table  7 «, )  Out  of  the  5»°62  farms  with 
children  of  club  age  36  per  cent  of  the  owner-operators  had  been  represented  . 
in  club  work  compared  with  32  per  cent  of  the  tenant  group.   The  proportion  of 
farms  in  the  owner  and  tenant  groups  with  boys  and  girls  10  to  20  years  of  age 
who  had  never  been  in  club  work  was  also  about  the  same,  81  per  cent  and  86 
per  cent  respectively..   It  is  interesting  to  note  that  while  about  one-third  of 
all  of  the  farms  with  children  of  club  age  had  been  represented  in  club  work, 
about  four-fifths  had  children  of.  club  age  who  were  never  in  club  work. 
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Ta"b  1  e   7   -  Rela  tio  n  s  h  ip_  _of -  Lan  d  Tenure   to  /j-H  Club   He  nib  e  rship 
109^0  Boys   and  Girls    10-20  Years    of   Age,    16   Areas 


Land   tenure 


0wn(er . 
Tenant 


Farms 
with  boys 
and  girls 

10-20 


3536 
1526 


Percent- 
age of 
boys  and 

g  irl  s 

10-20 


68.2 
31.8 


percentage    of 
farms   with  boys 
and  girls   10-20 


Liver   in 
club 
work 


3.6.0 

31.9 


Never  in 
club 
work 


81.0 
35.6 


Percentage 
of  boys 
and  girls 

10-20 
ever  in 
club  work 

26.4 
21.6 


Relationship  of  Size  of  .Farm  to  l\.-E   Club  Membership 

The  size  'of  the  farm  apparently  is  not  an  important  factor  in  the  prob- 
ability of  i|-H  club  enrollment.   Only  a  slightly  higher  percentage  of  the  boys 
and  girls  on  the  large  farms  than  of  those  on  the  medium  or  small  farms  were 
club  members.  (Table  8.)  The  greatest  difference,  in  any  of  the  comparisons  made 
under  the  size  of  farm  factor  is  seen: under  the  percentage  of  farms  with  club 
members  in  the  small  and  large  farm  groups*  The;  fact  that  the  trend  for  the 
medium  size  groups  is  inconsistent  with  that  for  the  extremes  in  size  in  the 
case  of  percentage  of  farms  with  boys  and  girls  who  were  never  in  club  work 
and  percentage  of  boys  and  girls  who  were  ever  in  club  work  seems  to  be  fur- 
ther evidence  that  the  size  of  the  farm  has  no  particular  relationship  to  club 
enrollment. ,  '  


Table*8  -  Relationship  of  Size'  of '  Farm  to '4-H  Club  Membership 
10712  Boys  and  'Girls.'  10-20  Years  of  Age,  16  Areas 


Farms 

with  boys 

Size   of   farm 

and  girls 
10-20 

1453 

1775 

.       1707 

Percent- 

age 

of 

boys 

and 

gir 

Ls 

10-: 

20 

27 

.0 

35 

.7 

31 

•3 

Percentage  of 
farms  with  boys 
and  girls  10-20 


iver  m 
club 
work 

3I..9 

32.5 
37.4 


Never  in 
club 
work 

83  a 

83.9 
82.3 


Percentage 
of  boys 
and  girls 

10-20 
ever  in 
club  work 

23.6 
22.8 
26.2 
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Relationship  of  Education  of  Parent  a  to  l^-ll   Club  JMemb  er  ship 


Education  of  parents  seems  to  have  a  close  relationship  to  4-H  club 
membership.   Information  obtained  from  1,299  farms  with  2,320  boys  and  girls 
between  10  and  20  years  of  age  shows  that  54  Per  cent  of  the  group  of  farms 
where  both  parents  had  received  some  college  training  were  represented  in 
4-H  club  work  as  compared  with  43  Per  cent  of  the  group  where  both  parents 
had  had  only  high  school  training,  and  33  per  cent  of  the  group  where  both 
parents  had  attended  common  school  only.   (Table  9.)   About  the  same  trend 
for  the  three  groups  was  found  in  inverse  ratio  for  the  farms  with  boys  and 
girls  of  club  age  who  were  never  in  club  work.   The  ratio  of  boys  and  girls 
who  were  ever  in  club  work  was  4-3-2  for  the  both-college ,  both-high  school, 
and  both-common  school  groups  respectively.   The  bulk  of  the  club  problem, 
as  far  as  the  education  of  parents  is  concerned,  is  clearly  with ' the 'three- 
fourths  of  the  boys  and  girls  whose  pcirents  received  no  formal  education 
beyond  the  common  school. 


1 


T  ab  I  e   9    -  Re  1  at  ion  ship   of  E  du  cat  ion  _of  _F  ar  en  t  s_  _to_  4  -  H  _C  1  ub  Member  sh  ip 
2320  Boys   and  Girls    10-20  Years   of   Age,    6  Areas 


Education  of  parents 


Both  college 

One  college,  other  less.... 

Eoth  high  school 

One  high  school,  other  less 
Both  common  school 


Farms 
with 
boys  and 
girls 
10-20 


Percent- 
age of 
boys  and 
girls 
10-20 


Percentage  of 

farms  with  boys 

and  _g iris  10- 20 

Ever  in  j  Never  in 

club      club 

work     work 


54-5 

49-3 
42.3 

440 
33-3 


68.2 
73.2 
72.6 

74.3 
82.4 


Percentage 
of  boys 
and  girls 

10-20 
ever  in 
club  work 

43*5 

37.4 
33.3 

35-9 
23.3 


Relationship  of  Membership  in  Farm";  or' Home  Orgahizat ions ~  to 

4-H  Club  Membership 

Sixty- two  per  cent  more  of  the  boys  and  girls  of  club  age  whose  parents 
were  members  of  one  or  more  farm  or  hone  organizations  were  in  club  work  than 
was  the  case  where  the  parents  had  never  affiliated  with  any  such  organiza- 
tions.  (Table  10.)   The  number  of  farms  in  the  organization  member  group  repre- 
sented in  club  -work  was  also  43  per  cent  higher  than  the  non-member  group 
although  the  difference  in  the  percentage  of  farms  with_boys  and  giris  of 
club  age  who  were  never  in  club  work  was  not  great  for  the  member  and  non- 
member  groups.   Eighty-one  per  cent  of  the  farms  in  the  farm  or  home  organ- 
ization member  group  had  children  10-20  years  of  age  who  had  never  been  in 
club  work  contrasted  with  33  per  cent  of  the  non-member  group.   Out  of  the 
4710  farms  with  children  of  club  age  at  the  time  of  the  interview,  57  per 
cent  had  held  membership  in  some  farm  or  home  organization,  while  only  33    Per 
cent  had  ''ooen   represented  in  club  work. 


6750 


-  22  - 


Table  10  -  Relationship  of  .Membership  in  _  Farm  or _Home  Organizations 

to    4~H   Club   Membership 
IP^fkH  -;i°ys   aJl&  Cirls    10-20  Years    of  _Ag_e ,    Ifj  Areas 


Item 


Membership  in  farm  or-  home 
organizations 

No  membership  in  farm  or 
home  organizations „ . 


e  «  o    9 


Farms 
with 
boys  and 
girls 
10-20 


2681 


!029 


Percent- 
age of 
boys  and 

girls 

10-20 


56.5 
K3-5 


Percentage  of 
farms  with  boys 
and  girls  10-20 


Ever  in 
club 
work 


30.0 
25.6 


Never  in 
club 
work 


81.  h 
07.5 


Percentage 
of  boy's 
and  girls 
10-20  ' 
ever  in 
club  work 


27.8 

17.1 


Relationship  of  Membership  in  Farm  or  Home  Bureau  to  Member- 
ship in  i|-H  Club  Work 

Twenty-six  per  cent  of  the  boys  and  girls  whose  parents  were  members 
of  the  farm  or  home  bureau  had  been  reached  by  club  work  compared  with  13  per 
cent  of  those  whose  parents  had  not  been  members  of  either  of  these  organiza- 
tions.  The  ratio  of  farm  homes  with  boys  and  girls  of  club  age  in  the  farm 
or  home  bureau  membership  and  the  non-farm  or  home  bureau  membership  groups 
which  had  been  represented  in  club  work  was  also  about  2  to  1,   Eighty-two 
per  cent  of  the  farm  or  home  bureau  members  had  some  boys  and  girls  of  club 
age  who  had  never  been  enrolled -in  club  work  compared  with  91  per  cent  of 
the  non-farm  or  home  bureau  members.   A  total  of  1843  farm  homes  with  beys 
and  girls  from  10  to  20  years  of  age  were  visited  in  5  areas  where  the  farm 
and  home  bureaus  were  the  official  organizations  through  which  extension 
work  was  conducted.   It  was  found  that  62  per  cent  of  these  farms  had  been 
affiliated  with  either  the  farm  or  home  bureau  while  only  29  per  cent  had 
been  represented  in  l\-E   club  work. 

Table  11,-  Relat  ion ship  of  Membership  in  Farm  or  Home  Bureau  to 

Membership  in  4-H  Club  Work 
3733  Boys  and  Girls  10-20  Years  of  Age,  5  Areas 


Farms 

Percent- 

Percentage of 

Percentage 

with 

age  of 

farms  with  boys 

of  boys 

Item 

boys  and 
girls 

boys  and 
girls 

and  girls  10-20 

and  girls 

Ever  in 

Never  in 

10-20 

10-20 

10-20 

club 

club 

ever  in 

work 

work 

club  work 

Membership  in  farm  or  home 

U  Ul  t/dU  »t»t«a«ig||al),f<(( 

1148 

62.3 

34.8 

82.1 

26.0 

No  membership  in  farm  or 

home  bureau ............... 

695 

37.7 

18.8 

90.8 

13.0 

6750 
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REASONS  GIVEN  BY  FGEJ'HK  /|-H  CLUB  MEMBERS  FOR  DISCONTINUING  THEIR  MEKBEI  SKIP 
AND  AGE  AT  WHICH  MEMBERSHIP  WAS  DISCONTINUED 

Mo  predominating  reason  for  the  discontinuance  of  club  membership  was 
found.   The  large  variety  of  answers  received  to  this,  question  are  summarized 
in  Table  12,  together' With  the- age  at  which  the  membership  was  withdrawn.  Care 
was  taken  not  to • obscure  the  meaning  of  this  information  for  the  sake  of  con- 
ciseness.  The  reasons  which  seem  to  te  of  a  kindred  nature  are  listed  together, 
This  information" ''/as  obtained"  from^S^li-  former  club  -  members  in  13  areas. 

That  there  was  no  club  available  was  the  reason  given  more  often  than 

any  other  by  both  boys  and  girls  for  no't  continuing  club'  'work J  '  'A  small  number 

also  discontinued  because:  there  was  no  leader.   These'  two  reasons  together  were 
reported  by  11  per  cent  of  the  boys  and  16  per  cent  of  'the  'girls . 

Ten  per  cent  of  the  beys  and  6.5  per  cent  of  the  girls  left  club  work 
because  they  thought  they  were  too  old  or  had  outgrown  the  work.   The  average 
age  at  the  time  of  withdrawal  for.  this  reason  was  18  years  for  both  boys  and 
girls.   An  additional  l\.   per  cent  of  "the  boys  and  2  per  cent  of  the  girls  dis- 
continued because  they  had  finished  their  projects. 

At  out  nine  per  cent  each  of  the  boys  and  girls  failed  to  continue  their 
club  work  because  of  lack  of  interest.   The  average  age  in  both  cases  was  II4. 
years.   A  small  percentage  of  the  boys  and  girls  disliked  the  work  too  much  to 
continue  it.   Indifference  or  opposition  to  the  work  on  the  part  of  parents  was 
negligible. 

Lack  of  time,  and  farm  and  home  duties  were  reasons  given  by  slightly 
mere  than  seven  per  cent  each  of  the  boys  and  girls.   A  fairly  good  distribu- 
tion in  number  of  members  reporting  these  reasons  is  seen  throughout  the  range 
of  ages  ;  however,  the  average  is  at  about  li|. 

Re  -.oval  of  the  family  to  a  new  community  terminated  the  club  work  of 
five  per  cent  of  the  boys  and  11  per  cent  of  the  girls. 

More  than  twice  as  many  girls  went  awaj  to  school  and  left  club  work 
for  that  reason  than  was  true  of  the  boys.   A  small  additional  number  of  mem- 
bers gave  up  club  work  when  they  entered  high  school  or  found  that  club  work 
interfered  with  their  school  work  or  that  it  was  a  duplication  of  their  school 
work.   Discontinuation  of  attendance  at  school  terminated  the  club  membership 
of  six  per  cent  of  the  boys  at  an  average  agp  of  16.   Nearly  as  many  girls 
dropped  out  of  club-work  for  the  same  reason,  but  at  a  slightly  earlier  age. 


Eight  per  cent  of  the  boys  left  club  .work  to  go  to  work  at  an  average 
age  of  16.   Four  per  cent  of  the  girls  .left  'club  work  to  go  to  work  at  an 
average  age  of  17.6  years. 
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Only  two  per  cent  of  the  toys  discontinued  club  work  "because  they,  found 
it  unprofitable  financially  o*r  "because  they  could-  not  afford  .it.  ;  The  average  <. 
are  of  these  boys  "was  15  years.   Four  per  cent  of  -the  toys '."reported  that  they, 
were  unable  to  get  the  stock'  or  material  needed..  These,  .factors  did  not  ap- 
preciably affect  the  enrollment  of  the  girls. 


Only  _5*6>  per  cent  of  the  total  number  of  former  club  members  dropped 
out  of  club  Work  for  reasons  which  might  be  construed  as  objections  of  any 
kind  to  the  leadership  or  policy  of -club  work.   Dissatisfaction  with  leader, 
indifference  of  agent,  and  dissatisfaction  concerning  exhibits  and  prizes 
were  the  principal  reasons  of  this  nature  given.  About  two  per  cent  each  of 
boys  and  girls -discontinued  their  membership  due  to  "dissatisfaction  concern-'  ■  .  .. 
ing  exhibits  and  prizes.   The  average  age  of  those  who  discontinued  because 
of  dissatisfaction  concerning  exhibits  and  prizes  was  about  16  years. 

Matrimony  was  the  reason  given  for  discontinuation  of  club  membership 
by  two  per  cent  of  the  boys  and  nine  per  cent  of  the  girls. 

The  problem  of  transportation  kept  three  per  cent  of  -the.- total  number 
of  boys  and  girls  from  continuing  their  club  work. 

Six  per  cent  of  the  boys  dropped  out  because  of  unfavorable  complica- 
tions in  their  projects  or  because  the  stock  or  "crop  actually  died,  because 
of  the  different  .nature  of  projects  in  which  girls  enroll,  this  factor  did 
not  affect  them  to  any  great  extent.    •      •  ■         . 

Ill  health  prevented  the  renewal  of  club  memberships  of  three  per  cent 
of  the  girls  and  less  than  one-half  of  one  per  cent  of  the  boys. 

SIT. VARY 

rly '  4>'500,OQO  boys  and  girls  have  "be  n  ..embers  of  4-H  clubs  since 
the  passage  of  the  Smith-Lever  Act  in  1914*   The  total  enrollment  in  I93I 
was  nearly  eight  times  as  great  as  the  enrollment  in  1914- 
Th  e-  average   3   of  both  boys  and  girls  enrolled  in  club  work  was  found 
to  be  between  13  and  14  years.  

One-fourth  of  all  boys  and  girls  between  the  ages  of  10  and  20  on  the 
farms  visited  were  members. 'of  club  work  at  the  time  the  studies!  were  made  or 
had  been  members  at  some  previous  tine.   Of  those  at.  the  ages  of  •  12  to- 17  inV 
elusive,  each 'age  group  totaled  more  than  25  per  cent  of  their  number  in 
club  work  at  some  time. 

re  girls  entered  club  work  at  the  age  of  11  than  at  any  other  time. 
The  highest  enrollment  for  the  boys  occurred  at  the  ages  of  12,  13 ,  and  14. 

te  of  enrollment  was  practically  the  same  for  each  of  the  three  years'..' 
^ach  succeeding  year  after  11  shows  a  decline  in  enrollment  of- girls  and  each 
succeeding  year  after  14  shows  a  corresponding  decline  in  enrollment  of  boy's.  ' 
The  average  entrance  age  was  12.7  for  the  girls  and  I3.O  for  the  boys.  Abcfut 
40  per  cent  each  of  the  boys  and  girls  in  club  work  entered  during  the'  3-year 
period  from  12  to  14.   Thirty-seven  per  cent  of  the  girls  and  32  per  cent  of^the 
boys  entered-  before'-:  12  years  of  age  and  23  per  cent  of  the  girls  and  28!': 
per  cent  of  the  boys  entered-  after.  14  years 'of  age. 
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Club  members  who  were  enrolled  at  the  earlier  ages  remained  in  the 
work  longer  than  did  those  who  were  enrolled  at  the  later  ages.   The  boys 
who  entered  at  16  or  under  remained  for  an  average  of  1„9  years,  while  those 
who  entered  at  17  or  over  remained  for  1.5  years.   The  girls  who  entered  at 
16  or  under  remained  for  an  average  of  2.0  years,  while  those  who  entered 
at  17  or  over  remained  for  1 .7  years.   The  average  length  of  membership  was 
1.9  years  for  both  boys  and  girls.   Slightly  more  than  one-half  of  the  former 
members  were  enrolled  for  one  year  only.   About  one-fourth  were  enrolled  for 
two  years  only.   Less  than  10  per  cent  of  either  the  boys  or  girls  remained 
in  club  work  longer  than  three  years. 

Up  to  the  age  of  11$.   the  rate  of  enrollments  for  the  boys  exceeded  the 
rate  of  withdrawals.   After  that  ae;e  the  reverse  was  true  in  about  the  same 
proportion.   The  high  point  of  withdrawals  occurred  at  the  ages  of  15  and  16 , 
with  the  high  point  of  entrance  at  lZj.*  For  the  girls  the  rate  of  enrollments 
exceeded  the  rate  of  withdrawals  up  to  the  age  of  lj .   This  turning  point 
came  about  a  year  earlier  for  the  girls  than  it  did  for  the  boys  ;  however, 
the  rate  of  decline  in  enrollments  for  the  3-year  period  following  the  peak 
was  not  so  great  as  was  true  for  the  boys. 

The  factors  of  land  tenure  and  size  of  farm  do  not  seem  to  have  an 
important  bearing  on  club  enrollment.   The  factors  of  education  of  parents 
and  membership  in  farm  and  home  organizations  do,  however,  appear  to  have  a 
close  relationship  to  club  enrollment. 

No  predominating  reason  for  the  discontinuance  of  club  membership  was 
found.   That  there  was  no  club  available  or  that  there  was  no  leader  for  the 
club  constituted  the  reason  given  more  often  than  any  other  for  not  continu- 
ing club  work.   Next  in  order  in  the  number  of  times  reported  was  that  the 
members  were  too  old,  had  outgrown  the  work,  or  had  finished  the  project. 
Lack  of  interest  and  dislike  for  the  work  on  the  part  of  the  club  member  was 
found  to  be  the  reason  next  in  importance.   Insufficient  time  and  too  many 
farm  or  home  duties,  removal  of  the  family  to  a  new  community,  absence  from 
home  to  attend  school,  necessity  for  remunerative  employment,  objection  to 
leadership  or  policy  of  the  club  organization,  discontinuation  of  attendance 
at  school,  and  matrimony,  were  the  other  reasons  given  most  frequently  for 
termination  of  club  membership. 
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